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Tariff/Credit Policy Implementation Filing 

The Latest from the Marketplace Workstreams: MUI Specs; Registration, ICCP 
MIPOs 

The Settlements workstream 
has updated its technical 
specifications in its project 
folder with a pair of zip files 
(Settlements DEGs and WSDLs, 
and Settlements Sample Data 
2011.04.01-allv6). Contact the 
Settlements team with any 
questions. 

Registration’s Member 
Impacting Project Overview 
(MIPO) has been updated to 
version 3.3, introducing net 
generation without auxiliary 
load. A detailed information 
session is scheduled July 11 to 
review this change with 
Registration liaisons or 
participant appointees. Contact 
Registration with any 
questions. 

The new ICCP workstream has 
issued its first MIPO for the 
Architecture Enhancement 
portion of its work. The ICCP 
work will upgrade the ICCP 
system’s functionality through 
architecture improvements. 

Marketplace Gets Closer Look at Systems as Testing Begins 

The Transmission Congestion Rights (TCR) workstream is wrapping up its third round of factory 
acceptance testing (FAT) on Nexant’s iHedge software, which will run the Marketplace’s auction 
process. The software registered a 96 percent pass rate in the first pass of its most recent round of 
testing against defined test cases. 

The iHedge software is just one of eight Marketplace system areas currently undergoing some form of 
testing. As many as 20 major system areas will be going through Pre-FAT, FAT, SAT (site acceptance 
testing), and other test stages before everything is said and done. 

http://www.spp.org/section.asp?group=2177&pageID=27
http://www.spp.org/section.asp?group=2177&pageID=27
mailto:marketplace_settlements@spp.org
http://www.spp.org/publications/MIPO%20PR20110025%20IM%20Workstream%20Registration%20V3%203.pdf
http://www.spp.org/event_detail.asp?oID=4209
http://www.spp.org/event_detail.asp?oID=4209
mailto:MarketplaceRegistration@spp.org
http://www.spp.org/publications/PR20110042_CWG%20Member%20Impact%20Project%20Overview.pdf


“We are getting our first true glimpse of many of these systems,” said Sam Ellis, the Marketplace's 
program director. “So far, the results have been very encouraging.” 

The Markets workstream has closed out all critical design work. Design on the Market system’s non-
member-facing components will continue in parallel with Pre-FAT and FAT, with delivery of those 
components planned for early 2013. Pre-FAT began at Alstom June 11; allowing early access to the 
system and performing on-site functional tests will ensure the proper design is incorporated into the 
core system and lead to smoother future testing cycles.  

The first round of pre-FAT execution included functional tests of the Marketplace’s core applications: 
Day-Ahead Market, Real-Time Balancing Market, Market Network, and TCR Transfer. The results have 
been positive, with fewer defects than expected and all planned test procedures completed.  

“This is a good indicator of the quality of the product,” said Richard Dillon, director of Market Design. 

Other key accomplishments include: 

 The Energy Management System (2.5) has completed test execution in three different testing 
environments, passing 91% of its test cases. 

 The OASIS Transfer Tool has completed SAT. 

 The Consolidated Balancing Authority’s RTGEN (Real-Team Generation) system is currently in 
FAT, having verified 90% of its test cases. 

 The Credit Management System is on track to complete FAT a week ahead of schedule on June 
29. 

 The Marketplace Portal started SAT ahead of schedule on June 27. 

 Test preparation for select Legacy Applications is wrapping up. SAT begins July 2. 

 Publishing Settlements Reports began SAT in early June. The area tested successfully, with Bill 
Determinant Reports published for market participants and vendors. 

SPP Customer Training Focuses Marketplace Efforts on Level 2 Offerings 



SPP’s Customer Training Department has begun to turn its attention to the next phase of its Integrated 
Marketplace training, which begins in September with Level 2. The training will consist of three phases 
– deep-dive modules, clinics, and job tasks – all building on previously offered training. 

The Deep Dives will consist of a series of topics (12 in all) offered through net conferences. The Deep 
Dives will conceptually take the previous Marketplace training to the next level of detail. 

The Clinics will include topics, scenarios, and exercises focusing on activities grouped by specific 
Market Participant (MP) types – Generator/Generator Owner, Transmission/Transmission Owners, and 
Load Serving Entities. These week-long, in-person sessions will be delivered on location throughout 
SPP’s footprint. The first clinic is tentatively scheduled for December in Little Rock. 

The Job Task training will be based on business processes and market system interactions. This training 
will be self-guided, computer-based training consisting of a series of “Show Me”, “Guide Me”, and “I’ll 
Do It” activities. 

Registration for the Level 2 training will open July 18 for the net conferences and mid-August for the 
clinics on the SPP Learning Center (LMS). A comprehensive calendar and course catalogue of all 
available training will also be posted in July on SPP.org. 

MPs who might have missed the Level 1 Integrated Marketplace Overview or are simply looking for a 
refresher on the Marketplace can also take advantage of the Integrated Marketplace Overview Self-
Study. The self-study divides the overview’s two modules into eight separate topics. 

This e-learning has been a hit with members and non-members alike. More than 120 have completed 
the training since it was released in April. 



The Training workstream has posted an updated Member Impacting Project Overview with many of 
these details. 

UI Review Group to Participate in User Interface Demos 

SPP has formed a User Interface Review Group (UIRG) to work closely with workstream liaisons during 
upcoming user interface reviews. 

The UIRG and relevant liaisons will review user interfaces for: 

 Marketplace Portal 

 Transmission Congestion Rights MUI 

 Markets MUI 

 Settlement UIs 

 Model Change Submission Tools 

Workshops will be scheduled to allow UIRG members and liaisons to participate in user interface 
demonstration/reviews for each user interface. The live demonstrations will be conducted through 
WebEx; liaisons and UIRG representatives will be notified when the workshops are set. The workshops 
are expected to be completed by October. 

SPP will compile the comments, questions, and feedback from the UIRG and workstream liaisons, and 
will prioritize changes for Go Live. Feedback not addressed for Go-Live will be considered for future 
releases. 

The UIRG currently consists of 23 MP representatives. 

New on the Integrated Marketplace Website: Workstream Contacts, Liaisons 

The workstream contact list 
has been updated to reflect 
the Marketplace’s new 
organizational structure. 

A complete list of market 
participant liaisons for the 
member-impacting 
workstreams has been 
posted on the About the 
Program page. 

More information is available 
through the following resources: 

 Integrated Marketplace on 
SPP.org 

 Marketplace Workstream 
Directory (PDF) 

 Integrated Marketplace 
Scorecard (PDF) 

 SPP Customer Relations 
(questions@SPP.org) 

 

This message was sent by the SPP Integrated Marketplace Program. 

Please refer to the Integrated Marketplace Workstream Email Address List if you have questions or feedback on the content 
of this message. 
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